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Cuba accuses US of spraying crops with pest
In July, the Cuban government brought a complaint against the US for "biological aggression"
under the UN's 1972 Biological Weapons Convention. The complaint alleges that a crop-dusting
plane licensed to the State Department sprayed the Lenin State Horticultural Farm in the western
province of Matanzas with a crop pest called thrips palmi on Oct. 21, 1996.
The insect has since been found in parts of Havana, Pinar del Rio, Matanzas, and Cienfuegos
provinces. Researchers at the Cuban National Pest Control Center found third- or fourthgeneration thrips palmi in February and concluded that the first generation had to have arrived at
about the time the crop duster was sighted. In December, the Foreign Affairs Ministry asked the US
Interest Section in Havana for an explanation.
In February, the Interest Section replied, saying that the plane was a single-engine S2R used to
eradicate drug crops. It took off from Patrick Air Force Base in Cocoa Beach, Florida, and passed
over Cuba bound for the Cayman Islands and Colombia. The plane had emitted smoke to ensure
visual contact with a nearby Cubana de Aviacion passenger plane, said the statement. Cuban
documents disputed the State Department version, quoting the captain of the Cubana plane who
reported the flyover. "The airplane was letting out liquid in an intermittent manner," he said.
"Moreover, the sun separated the drops, revealing an iridescent color. It was a liquid. There wasn't
any smoke at all."
Furthermore, a Foreign Ministry spokesperson said that international-aircraft reference publications
indicate that aircraft of the S2R type are not normally fitted with smoke generators. He also said that
the aircraft was flying under international navigational rules, by which the air controllers and not
the pilots have the responsibility for ensuring the proper separation of aircraft.
On July 1, Cuba formally submitted its complaint, accompanied by technical documents, to Russia,
which is the depository country for the Bacteriological Weapons Convention. A consultative meeting
of the signatories to the treaty is expected within about two months. State Department spokesman
Nicholas Burns called the allegations "a farce." He added, "I think this is blatant disinformation by
an authoritarian communist government of the type we saw in the Cold War."

US president again suspends part of Helms-Burton Act
President Bill Clinton announced a six-month suspension of Article III of the 1996 Helms-Burton
Act. This is the third consecutive suspension waiving enforcement of Article III, which allows
naturalized US citizens to sue foreign companies that use property confiscated from them by the
Cuban government (see EcoCentral, 01/10/97). The Clinton administration said the suspension is
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justified because the US embargo is having a positive effect in shaping European Union (EU) policy
more firmly against Cuba and that enforcement of Article III is unnecessary.
The administration says the suspensions are necessary to mollify the EU, Canada, and other
countries who oppose the Helms- Burton restrictions on their investments in Cuba. Clinton is under
pressure from the EU to get Congress to soften the extraterritorial provisions of Helms-Burton (see
EcoCentral, 04/17/97). A White House spokesperson said the aim of the suspension is not to weaken
Helms-Burton but "to avoid problems with the international community."
Meanwhile, Congress is considering a bill that would block another suspension by requiring
automatic enforcement of all provisions of Helms-Burton. The suspension was criticized by
members of Congress who see Helms-Burton as a more effective tool to force change in Cuba than
the limited pressures EU countries have exerted on Cuba for democratic reforms. Rep. Robert
Menendez (D-NJ) said that Clinton passed up an opportunity to wring acceptance of the US policy
from the EU by enforcing Article III. "I am extremely frustrated that the Clinton administration is
once again choosing to deny Americans their right to sue foreigners trafficking in stolen American
property in Cuba," said Menendez.
The Canadian government, which has been especially outspoken against Helms-Burton, gave only
faint praise for the suspension. "This decision is helpful in the short term, but in the long term
we remain gravely concerned about the legislation and its extraterritoriality measures," said a
spokesperson for the Canadian Trade Ministry. "Our objective in the end is to have the US repeal
this legislation. We find the legislation quite odious." US-EU negotiations, intended to head off
resumption of the EU complaint against Helms-Burton before the World Trade Organization
(WTO), are scheduled to end on October 15. These negotiations led to speculation that, to placate
the EU, the Clinton administration would change its Cuban policy.
But in April, Clinton said his policies would not change. Referring to the February 1996 downing of
two civilian planes by Cuban fighters, Clinton said the policy was "imposed by Cuba and not by the
US." The policy would be the same for Vietnam, China, or North Korea, said Clinton, "if they had
murdered US citizens."

More bombs set off in Havana tourist hotels
Bombs exploded in the Nacional and Capri hotels on July 12 and in the Melia Cohiba on Aug.
4. Three people were injured in the blasts. These attacks followed reports in April of bombings
that occurred in Havana and the beach resort of Varadero (see EcoCentral, 06/12/97). Since April,
several dissidents have been questioned, but police do not appear to have made much progress
in the investigation. Two residents from the Miami area have also been questioned, one of whom
allegedly had traces on her handbag of the C-4 plastic explosive used in some of the bombs. Almost
simultaneous with the latest bomb incidents, a bomb caused minor damage in a Bahamas office of
Havanatur travel agency.
Two hospitals in Havana were also vandalized, and others received bomb threats. Authorities have
not said whether they believe these latter incidents are related to the hotel bombings. Speculation
is growing, however, that all are inside jobs, possibly done by disgruntled members of security or
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military forces. The Interior Ministry, however, says it has physical evidence linking the materials
used in the bombs, and the people who planted them, to the US.

US, Cuba hold talks on immigration
Bilateral talks on immigration policy went forward in July with a meeting in Washington between
Ricardo Alarcon, president of the Cuban National Assembly, and John Hamilton, deputy assistant
secretary of State for inter-American affairs. The periodic talks are the only regular, high-level
talks between the two countries. Their purpose is to maintain cooperation on the 1995 immigration
agreements under which the US grants visas to 20,000 Cubans per year and returns to Cuba all
others attempting to enter the US illegally. Cuba agreed to accept repatriated Cubans without
exacting penalties.
Both sides reported that the talks went well, although each had grievances. The US delegation
complained that Cubans cleared by the US for immigration must pay high fees to the Cuban
government and face lengthy delays in receiving exit permits. The US also claims that repatriated
Cubans sometimes face punishments in Cuba, such as losing their jobs. Still, the State Department
says it does not regard these as serious breaches of the immigration accord. For his part, Alarcon
complained that on July 17 a US federal court in Tampa, Florida, freed three Cubans who highjacked
a Cuban plane and forced the pilot to fly to Florida.
Notwithstanding the grievances, immigration continues to be one of the few areas of US-Cuban
relations in which both sides tone down vitriolic attacks, preferring to work through established
diplomatic channels. Earlier this year for example, the US decided not to make an issue of a Cuban
court's sentencing of several repatriated Cubans to lengthy prison terms for highjacking a boat in
their attempt to reach the US. State Department spokesman Burns said the immigration agreement
does not cover crimes such as highjacking committed in the process of attempting to leave Cuba.
He said that the eight to 20 year terms handed down "would be consistent with the normal length
of sentences in Cuban hijacking cases." (Sources: Spanish news service EFE, 04/11/97; Granma
International, 07/01/97; Notimex, The Militant, 07/14/97; Reuter, 07/01/97, 07/16/97; Agence FrancePresse, 07/02/97, 07/12/97, 07/16/97; Associated Press, 07/17/97; Miami Herald, 07/09/97, 07/18/97,
08/05/97; Inter Press Service, 07/01/97, 08/07/970)
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